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MY CO-OP

Electricity is a crucial part of our daily lives and 
smart electricity use helps keep rates stable. 

Providing electricity to all members exactly 
when it’s needed is part of a larger, complex effort 
between Richland Electric Cooperative, our wholesale 
power provider Dairyland Power Cooperative, and the 
regional grid operator—the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO). MISO oversees the reliable 
generation and delivery of electricity for 45 million people 
in 15 states and Manitoba, Canada.

Purchasing power from our wholesale power providers 
accounts for 65% of REC’s retail rate to members. However, 
the price of electricity purchased from MISO changes 
every five minutes, based on the need for electricity 
balanced with available generation resources. As need—
or demand—rises during the day, the price of electricity 
increases because more generation resources (power 
plants, solar arrays, wind turbines, etc.) are needed to 
power homes, businesses, and other buildings or devices. 
When temperatures cool and things quiet down for the 
night, electricity demand drops, as do electricity prices.

Through Richland Electric Cooperative’s load 
management, daily storage, and Summer Shift programs, 
members can voluntarily shift non-essential electricity 
use to times of lower demand and prices. Some of these 
programs may also include a lower electricity rate in 
exchange for letting a device, such as interruptible heat 
or an electric vehicle charger, operate during times of 
lower demand on the regional grid. Using less electricity 
at high prices helps keep rates stable for all members. The 
more members who participate, the more impactful these 
savings become. For example, thanks to the combined 
participation in a load management program of REC 
members with members from Dairyland’s other 23 electric 
cooperatives, the amount of electricity Dairyland would 
have to purchase during times of peak demand has been 
reduced by the equivalent of a small power plant. This 
does not mean REC will never need to raise rates, but 
shifting electricity use to off-peak or lower demand times 
can reduce how often these increases might have to occur.

Load management and daily energy storage programs 
are only successful if the technology is updated and 
reliable infrastructure is in place. Dairyland and Richland 
Electric Cooperative are in the process of upgrading the 
devices utilized to initiate the load management and daily 
storage programs. 

Grid reliability is at the forefront of strategic planning 
for utilities. Not only does there need to be enough 
electricity to power our lives, but there must be the right 
infrastructure in place to deliver the electricity from where 
it is produced to where it is needed. 
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Summer Spending Without the Sizzle  
As August heats up, so can your spending. Summer 

activities, vacations, and home cooling costs may lead 
to budget burnout. Instead of letting your finances melt 

away, use this season to strengthen your financial foundation.
 We suggest establishing a dedicated “summer fund” for 

seasonal activities. By setting aside specific amounts for 
barbecues, day trips, and energy bills, you might be able to enjoy 
summer without the financial hangover.

 You may want to take advantage of seasonal opportunities: 
local libraries offer free summer reading programs, and 
community centers frequently host events at no charge.

 Consider a “financial cooldown” by evaluating subscription 
services you use less during the outdoor months. Could you 
temporarily pause streaming services while you’re enjoying the 
sunshine? Simple adjustments such as using fans, closing blinds 
during peak-sun hours, and grilling outside instead of heating 
your kitchen can help reduce utility bills. Enjoy your summer 
while keeping your financial future bright!

Have you ever driven by a wind farm on a breezy day and wondered why the turbines aren’t spinning? While 
some may be under repair, if you see an entire group of turbines standing still, it’s likely because there isn’t enough 
room on the existing transmission lines to accommodate the additional electricity the wind turbines can provide. 

Dairyland recently announced an agreement with GridLiance Heartland, LLC—a subsidiary of NextEra Energy 
Transmission, LLC—to jointly develop and co-own the MariBell Transmission Project. The 139-mile, 765 kilovolt 
(kV)/161 kV double-circuit transmission line will extend from Marion, Minn., to Bell Center, Wis., spanning six 
counties. 

It was also affirmed by the Trump Administration that the $595 million Empowering Rural America (New ERA) 
grant Dairyland received in 2024 will proceed. The award will benefit Dairyland’s cooperative members—including 
Richland Electric Cooperative—by providing downward rate pressure, increasing reliability and resilience, creating 
job opportunities, supporting economic development, and generating new sources of tax revenue for local 
communities.
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Summer not only brings longer days and rising 
temperatures, it also brings the potential for 
severe weather. Summer storms can arrive quickly 

and hit hard, sometimes causing significant damage to 
essential electric equipment throughout our community. 

Richland Electric Cooperative is always prepared to 
respond swiftly to outages and restore power safely, but 
it is also important for homeowners to understand which 
parts of the electric system are their responsibility and 
which are maintained by us at the co-op. Understanding 
these key differences can help speed up repairs and 
ensure everyone stays safe when the weather turns 
rough.

REC is responsible for maintaining and repairing the 
equipment and lines that run to your home, including 
utility poles, distribution power lines, electric meters, and 
pad-mounted transformers. 

Our members are responsible for the equipment 
located between the electric meter and your home or 
business, including any underground service lines that 
lead into the structure and the service panel. Members 
are also responsible for the weatherhead and service mast 
located outside the home. 

If any equipment that you (the homeowner) are 
responsible for is damaged, please call a licensed 
electrician to conduct the repairs. A professional has the 
experience and know-how to assess and manage these 
types of repairs.

When severe weather damages electrical equipment, 
it’s important to note that any necessary repairs to the 
homeowner’s equipment must be conducted before REC 
crews can restore power to your home or business. By 
understanding the equipment you are responsible for, the 
repair and restoration process will be smoother and faster. 

Our community takes great pride in the beautiful trees 
and landscaping that contribute to the natural beauty 
where we live, however, regular trimming is essential to 
ensure reliable electric service and minimize damage 
from severe weather. Richland Electric Cooperative 
regularly trims trees throughout our service territory to 
improve service reliability. If you spot a tree limb that is 
obstructing a distribution power line outside your home, 
please contact us to discuss available options. 

By working together to understand the essential 
equipment that powers daily life, we can all be better 
prepared to start the repair and restoration process if 
severe weather impacts our community. 

If you have any questions about your electrical 
equipment, we’re here to help. You can reach our office at 
608-647-3173. 

Who Owns What?
Understanding Electric 

Equipment Responsibilities  Heading to College
Electric Safety Tips for a Smooth 

Dorm Move-In and a Safe Semester
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